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or coarse gravel mixed with a clay or cement-like
mud to form, a strong enduring form of adobe which
has withstood the elements for centuries. The build-
ings were of massive construction, often forty feet
from base to eaves, and with walls nine or ten feet
thick at the bases tapering to four or five feet in
thickness near the tops. The roofs were sharply
pitched and were formed of hewn, hardwood timbers
and reeds with a ridge of sun-dried adobe tiles. Like
the walls ^ the doors were narrowest at the tops and
were closed by reed mats and skins. In the gables,
and in the centers of the walls, were circular window-
like openings apparently for the purpose of provid-
ing limited ventilation and permitting smoke to find
its way out. Here and there an important building
or temple was raised on a mound above its fellows,
and the walls of all the better class of buildings, as
well as the great city wall, were elaborately decorated
by pressed or molded bas-relief frescoes and friezes.
These were in geometrical designs, in the forms of
animals, conventionalized human figures, leaves, flow-
ers, stars, circles and intricately interwoven lines.
The backgrounds of these were painted in brilliant
colors, bringing the designs out in bold contrasting
relief and producing a most ornate and magnificent
appearance. The finest of the buildings were of
course the palaces, rectangular in form and some of
them covering an area of over six hundred thousand
square feet. One, which is unique, contained forty-
five small rooms arranged in groups of fiv^s each
room being fourteen feet long, eight feet wide and
nine feet high. Another encloses numerous galleries
and small rooms lined with honeycomb-like niches in